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Foreword

WARNING

Whisker is a system designed
for research purposes only,
and should never be used to
control medical apparatus or

other devices that could
endanger human life.

DISCLAIMER

The authors, copyright holders,
and distributors disclaim all
responsibility for any adverse
effects that may occur as a
result of a user disregarding
the above warning.
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FearCond
About FearCond

Purpose

Fear conditioning (shock US).
Software requirements

Requires Whisker V2.0 or greater.
Data storage

Text-based output to disk.

Author

Rudolf Cardinal (rudolf@pobox.com).
Copyright

Copyright © Cambridge University Technical Senices Ltd

Required devices

The program requires to claim devices in groups named box0, box1, box2... with device names as
follows:

CSLI GHT /1 out put
HOUSELI GHT /1 out put
CLI CKER /1 out put
TONE /1 out put
SHOCK /1 danger ous out put

Please ensure that these devices are available and listed in the device definition file in use by the
sener.
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1.3 Using the task

When you run the task, you will see the following warning. Read and acknowledge it:

Fear conditioning: WARMNING x|

Thiz program is designed to deliver electric shocks to expenmental subjects.
“'ou are responzible for ensuring:

&, - that the shock duration [zpecified in the parameter dialogue] and the
intenzity [zet on the shock generator] are safe and appropriate;

B - that the computer controlling the shock generatar haz fail-zafe
hardware inztalled =0 that computer resets [e.g. following mainz power
failure] cannot lead to inappropriate shock delivemy [see Whisker uzer
quide for detailz af how ta implement thiz).

FAILURE TO HEED THIS WARNING MIGHT LEAD TO Y'OUR
FROSECUTION.

Fressz '0K" if you have understood the above, or 'Cancel’ to exit.

Cancel |

The main screen looks as follows:

4 Fear conditioning [FearCond] - |I:I|5|

1. Connect o a Whizker server named ||'3"3'F'|:'~3'3k on pork |3233 Cannect
2. Elaim bow fumber IEI [Zl&imn

3. Choose [or wiew] the tazk parameters Parameters

L

4. Start the tazk ! Start

State of the bow:

Status meszages Clear |

'

Help

You must connect to a Whisker server, claim an operant chamber (box), and set up the parameters
for your task. Once that's done, the traffic lights will turn amber. When you are ready, press Start to
begin the task.
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14 Parameters

The parameters dialogue box looks like this:

Set parameterz for fear conditioning

— Subject detailz

Load config | FatD: Irr‘u:test Seszsion number: IH c |
Cahce
Save config | Comrnent; IF!udu:qu, testing

— Data recording

Set file | rnctest-045ep2002-131 B-FearCond-summary. kit

— Stirnuli and lighting

=
).

5 duration [z]: |1I:| W Houzelight on during task

CS comprizes: [ Tone [ Light [ Clicker  Clicker frequency [Hz] I'IEI

115 [ghock] duration [z]; II:I_E - CAUTIOM: ensure ghock durationdintenzity acceptable
— Tazk

Lead-in time before other azpects of tazk begin [min]: ||:|
& P&IRED TRAIMING [CS -= US; C5 terminates in US)

Mumber of prezentations: |3

Time before/between presentations [min]: from |2 ko ||51

¢ UNPAIRED TRAINIMG [C5 // US; pseudorandom; distibuted through tatal task time]
[Humber of presentations: (10

15 zan ozcur at any time except durng £S5, an follovwing it within: (2] |3EI
¢ CONTEXT-OMLY TRAIMING [US)

Humber of shocks: IE

Time before/between prezentations [min: fram II:I.'I b IEI.3
™ OS5 TEST [CS. usually a prolonged wersion]
Time before/between prezentations [min); from IEI_‘I b IEI.3

25 duration [mim]: IEI.'I Humber of prezentations: I'I

" COMTEXT TEST [ho stirul]
T atal tazk tirme [min] [zpecify O to finizh az zoon az prezentations are complete): IEI_1
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