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Foreword

WARNING

Whisker is a system designed
for research purposes only,
and should never be used to
control medical apparatus or

other devices that could
endanger human life.

DISCLAIMER

The authors, copyright holders,
and distributors disclaim all
responsibility for any adverse
effects that may occur as a
result of a user disregarding
the above warning.
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1.2

LeverAutoshaping

About LeverAutoshaping

Purpose

Autoshaping using levers as the CS.
Software requirements

Requires Whisker V2.0 or greater.
Data storage

e Text-based output to disk.
e ODBC data storage to a database (supplied).

Author
Rudolf Cardinal (rudolf@pobox.com).
Copyright

Copyright © Cambridge University Technical Senices Ltd

Required devices

The program requires to claim devices in groups named box0, box1, box2... with device names as
listed below in bold:

/1 Names of lines the programexpects to be able to claim

NOSEPCKE /1 input
LEFTLEVER /1 input
Rl GHTLEVER /1 input

|

i

i
LOCOBEAM FRONT /1 input

i

i

LOCOBEAM M DDLE /1 input
LOCOBEAM _REAR /1 input
HOUSELI GHT /1 out put
PUWP /1 out put
Dl PPER /1 out put

LEFTLEVERCONTRCL  // out put
RI GHTLEVERCONTRCL  // out put

LEFTLI GHT /1 out put
Rl GHTLI GHT /1 out put
PELLET /1 out put

/1 Aliases used while the programis in full flight, which it therefore expects
not to be present on the server:

Pl usLever

Pl usLever Cont r ol

Pl usLi ght

M nusLever

M nusLever Cont r ol

M nusLi ght

Please ensure that these devices are available and listed in the device definition file in use by the

© Cambridge University Technical Services Ltd


mailto:rudolf@pobox.com?subject=LeverAutoshaping

LeverAutoshaping 3

sernver.

1.3 Using the task

When you run the task, the main screen looks as follows:

:',;:_ LeverAutoshaping 0] |
1. Connect to a "wWhisker server named ||DDD|3~3'3k ah part |3233 Connect
2, Claim baw number IEI =&

3. Chooze [arn view] the tazk parameters Parameters

Lk

4. Start the tazk ! Sitart

State of the bow:

Status meszages Clear |

Tazk:
Trial:
Prezentation within krial;

C5+ approach trials:
C5- approach trials:
R einfarcements:

Help

'

You must connect to a Whisker server, claim an operant chamber (box), and set up the parameters
for your task. Once that's done, the traffic lights will turn amber. When you are ready, press Start to
begin the task.

When the task finishes, it saves data to disk and pops up a new dialogue box for you to select a
database to store the data to. (The data sources are configured under Control Panel - ODBC.) If
you previously specified an ODBC data source in the parameters, that data source is used
automatically and you will only see a dialogue box if something goes wrong and the program needs
your input.
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Select Data Source ilil

File Data Source  Machine Data Source |

D ata Source Mame | Type | D ezcrption
dBASE Files Idzer
Ewcel Files Idzer
Five-choice database Idzer
FomPrao Files Idzer
IrmpulziveChoice_protatype I1zer ImpulziveChoice_prototype
Leverdutoshaping Idzer Leverdutoshaping prototype databasze
M5 Access 97 Databaze Idzer
Test Files Idzer
Hew...

& Machine Data Source is specific to thiz machine, and cannot be shared.
"lser' data sources are zpecific bo a user an thiz machine. ""Syatem' data
gources can be uzed by all uzers on thiz machine, ar by a spstem-wide zervice.

0k, Cancel Help
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14 Parameters

The parameters dialogue box looks like this:

Set parameters for LeverAutozhaping x|

— Subject detailz g

: RBat|D;  [we=s Session number: I2
Cancel |
Save config | Comment; I[au:h:l yaLr comment here]

— D ata recarding
Set file | wr-045 ep2002-1408-Levertutozhaping-surmary. bt

ODBC data source name [zee Contral Panel]. Blank to chooze later: I Pick. |

— Reinforcer
& Pump-  Infusion duration [#]: |7.28

" Dipper-  dips |'| [ tirme [=]; |5 [ riber-dip ke [=]; |1 ¥ Do at rest
& Pelletz - pellets |1 Fulze length [mel: |45 Time between pellets (=] IEI.E

—Autozhaping settings
TASKE TYPE: Autoshaping ¢ Omission T Probe

S+ SIDE: & left 7 qight

TRIGGER STIMULUS: ' onnosepoke " on rear locomator beambreak:
" on completion of . regardless of where the subject is

STIMULUS 15:  © lewer prezentation € light abowe lever [with levers prezent all the time]

% |ever + light combination

Stimulz duration [s]: |1':I Post-reinforcement timeaut [s]: |2D

W) minimum [3; |1':I Wl maximum [z |40 ¥ Houselight an during task

— THIS SESSION

Give IEEI tnialz, starting with trial number I'I

To pick an ODBC database in advance of finishing, click Pick and you will be offered the ODBC
Data Source picker (below). Your choice will be recorded and will apply to this subject from now on
(or until you specify a different source).
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Select Data Source 2 x

File Data Source  Machine Data Source |

D ata Source Mame | Type | D ezcrption
dBASE Files Idzer
Ewcel Files Idzer
Five-choice database Idzer
FomPrao Files Idzer
IrmpulziveChoice_protatype I1zer ImpulziveChoice_prototype
Leverdutoshaping Idzer Leverdutoshaping prototype databasze
M5 Access 97 Databaze Idzer
Test Files Idzer
Hew...

& Machine Data Source is specific to thiz machine, and cannot be shared.
"lser' data sources are zpecific bo a user an thiz machine. ""Syatem' data
gources can be uzed by all uzers on thiz machine, ar by a spstem-wide zervice.

0k, | Cancel Help

If you don't specify an ODBC data source now, or you delete the value in the "ODBC data source
name" box, you'll be asked to choose when the task ends (and that choice will only apply to the

session in progress).
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